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A [ 494 | 9= | AgA | 95 | ARA | 9= [ ARR
_ 1970 2,310 1988 538 2006 128(77)
A 137,89 1971 2,000 1989 453 2007 | 121(80)
1954 2,988 1972 1,827 1990 430 2008 | 134(75)
1955 2,660 1973 1,318 1991 355 2009 | 113(81)
1956 2,710 1974 1,394 1992 367 2010 175(82)
1957 2,559 1975 1,555 1993 | 343(129) | 2011 143(97)
1958 2,001 1976 1,360 1994 | 416(155) | 2012 | 111(72)
1959 1,555 | 1977 | 1471 | 1995 | 330(100) | 2013 | 117(79)
1960 1,533 1978 1,342 1996 | 359(103) | 2014 101(67)
1961 1,449 1979 1,381 1997 | 273(92) | 2015 93(57)
1962 1,293 1980 970 1998 | 248(102) | 2016 81(54)
1963 1,319 1981 806 1999 | 230(101) | 2017 75(51)
1964 1,471 1982 692 2000 | 182(82) | 2018 86(56)
1965 1,651 1983 675 2001 164(66) | 2019 86(62)
1966 2,308 1984 789 2002 | 158(79) | 2020 55(42)
1967 3,165 1985 721 2003 | 150(69) | 2021 102(83)
1968 3,044 1986 653 2004 | 135(67)
1969 2,580 1987 619 2005 | 124(64)
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<Abstract>

The Achievements, Limitations, and Task of the
Investigative Activities of the Presidential Truth
Commission on Deaths in the Military

Song, Ki-Choon

Chairperson of the Presidential Commission on Deaths in the Military
Professor, School of Law, Jeonbuk National University

The Presidential Truth Commission on Deaths in the Military is
an institution under the direct jurisdiction of the President
established by the Special Act for the Investigation of the Truth
Behind Deaths in the Military. Petitions are filed to the
Commission by bereaved family members or persons who knows
relevant facts about an accident or incident in which there is
considerable reason to suspect that the cause of death is suspicious.
In addition, if there are suspicious circumstances surrounding a
death in the military that occurred prior to September 13, 2021,
the Commission may conduct an ex officio investigation by
decision. The duration of the Commission is 5 years, from
September 14, 2018 to September 13, 2023.

This article intends to evaluate the fact-finding activities
conducted by the Presidential Truth Commission on Deaths in the
Military, pointing out the limitations of the system and suggesting
future tasks for the government.

By the end of June 2023, the Commission completed
investigations of 1,833 out of 1,843 cases, including 1,787
complaints filed by bereaved families and 56 cases initiated by ex
officio investigations, and it plans to complete investigations on all
of its cases by the end of July. The Commission conducts an
investigation after receiving a petition from the bereaved family.
However, there’s a limitation in that this system focuses on
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resolving cases in which there is a dispute with the military over
the cause of death, rather than focusing on the proper treatment of
soldiers who died during military service. This is especially true
for old cases in which there are no bereaved family members or
colleagues to file complaints, so the Commission's investigation is
limited as a result. Additionally, due to the fact that it is a
temporary organization, there are restrictions on the Commission's
ex officio investigative abilities.

There are about 39,000 soldiers who have not been given
veteran benefits. The state needs to actively step in and reexamine
the deaths in the military by modifying evaluation criteria so that
even without a petition by the bereaved family these cases can be
put forward and resolved. This is the first step towards proper
respect for these veterans’ sacrifice for and dedication to the
community.

Key phrases: Deaths in the Military, The Presidential Truth Commission
on Deaths in the Military, Complaints Filed by the
Bereaved Family, Military Personnel Management Act,
Persons in Military Service Who Die in Line Duty, ex

officio Investigation



